


About Shelby Farms Park

• At 4,500 acres, Shelby Farms Park is one of America’s 
largest urban parks! 

• Shelby Farms Park has more than 20 lakes and ponds, 
more than 40 miles of trails, and a variety of animal and  
plant species that call the Park, “home.”

• Shelby Farms Park Conservancy is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization that manages and operates Shelby Farms 
Park and Shelby Farms Greenline.  



Birds at Shelby Farms Park

A variety of bird species can be 
seen at Shelby Farms Park. 

This presentation will review 
characteristics of birds, as well 
as interesting facts about some 
of our native species!



Characteristics of Birds

Although birds vary greatly in size, they all share certain 
characteristics. These characteristics include:

• Endothermic (warm-blooded) – Birds regulate their own 
body temperature.

• Heart and Blood – Birds have a four-chambered heart to 
circulate blood.

• Lungs – Birds have lungs, but their respiratory system 
functions in a different way than mammals. 



Characteristics of Birds

• Vertebrates – All birds have a backbone and skeletal system. 
However, compared to many other groups of animals, birds 
have very lightweight bones which help them fly.
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Characteristics of Birds

• Beaks (also called bills) –
Birds do not have teeth 
and instead eat with 
their beaks. 

•Oviparous – Birds are 
oviparous, meaning they 
lay eggs and their 
babies hatch from these 
eggs.

z



Characteristics of Birds

Feathers – Feathers help birds with flight and insulation 
(staying warm). They also serve other purposes such as 
protection and camouflage. Having feathers is a 
characteristic unique to birds. 



Characteristics of Birds

Red-tailed Hawk Feathers
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Great Blue Heron Feathers
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Birds in the Park

A variety of birds make their homes in Shelby Farms Park. 
Sometimes birds are easy to spot like geese by a lake. Other birds 

are more challenging to spot even though we hear their loud 
calls.  Can you spot the bird in the picture on the right?  



Can you find a bird in each of these pictures?

Birds in the Park



Birds in the Park

Forests are home to many birds because trees provide a place 
to build a nest and branches provide a place for perching. 
These are a few examples of birds you may see in the Park: 

• Hummingbirds: Small birds with long, skinny beaks adapted 
for drinking nectar from tubular flowers like trumpet vine. 

• Cardinals: Medium-sized songbirds with thicker beaks for 
eating seeds in addition to fruits and insects. Male cardinals 
have distinctive bright red feathers.

• Northern Mockingbirds: Medium-sized songbirds that learn to 
mimic the sounds of other animals and even car alarms! 



Raptors include species of hawks, 
owls, eagles, falcons, and more. 
They are carnivores (meat-eaters) 
and have the following 
characteristics:
• Sharp talons
• Keen eyesight
• Sharp, curved beaks

They are also called Birds of Prey.

Birds in the Park



Although hawks are more commonly seen at Shelby
Farms Park during the day, eagles have visited as well.
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Lakes can also provide a habitat for many bird species. 
When walking by a lake, you may see waterfowl such as 

geese and ducks or wading birds such as herons.
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Mallards (a species of duck)
•Males have green heads.
• Females have brownish-colored feathers to help them 

camouflage (blend into the environment). 
•Webbed feet help 

them paddle in the water. 
• They are called 

“dabbling ducks” because
they tip their head into the
water to eat.
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Birds in the Park

Great Blue Heron – a species of wading bird

• Its long legs and long toes help it stand 
and wade in lakes while searching for 
food.

• By using its long beak and neck, it
primarily catches and eats fish but will
also eat other animals.

• Its wingspan is approximately 5.5 to 6.5
feet wide.



Thanks for learning! 
Now, test your knowledge in the Bird Crossword that

can be downloaded and printed from our website at 
shelbyfarmspark.org/learn

Thanks to International Paper for helping make education programs at Shelby Farms Park possible!


